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CONFIDENTIAL MUSCAT 1497 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS MILI MU YS IR 

SUBJECT: DHOFAR BRIGADE BRIEFING ON IRANIAN PHANTOM INCIDENT 

REF: MUSCAT 1465 

1 . BRIG. HUXTABLE, COMMANDER OF DHOFAR BRIGADE. BRIEFED DCM 
NOVEMBER 29 IN SALALAH ON INCIDENT FIVE DAYS EARLIER IN WHICH 
IRANIAN PHANTOM JET WAS SHOT DOWN NEAR OMAN-PDRY BORDER. 

2. PLANE WAS FIRST SIGHTED BY DHOFAR BRIGADE OUTPOST NOT FAR 
FROM BORDER HEADING SOUTHWEST AT EXTREMELY LOW ALTITUDE. PLANE 
WAS OVER OMANI TERRITORY BUT WAS FLYING IN DIRECTION THAT WOULD 
TAKE IT OVER BORDER A FEW MILES NORTH OF SEA AND THEN OVER ENVIRONS 
OF PDRY SEAPORT OF HAUF. SIGHTINGS IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER BY OTHER 
OUTPOSTS SHOWED AIRCRAFT DID NOT DEVIATE FROM THIS COURSE BEFORE 
CROSSING BORDER AND CRASHING IN SEA OFF HAUF. ACCORDING HUXTABLE, 
PLANE WAS NOT VISIBLE AT MOMENT OF CROSSING BORDER DUE TO 
TERRAIN, SO IT IMPOSSIBLE DETERMINE IF IT WAS HIT OVER OMANI 

OR PDRY TERRITORY. AT LAST SIGHTING OVER OMAN IT HAD NOT 
RPT NOT BEEN HIT. WHILE AT FIRST SIGHTING OVER PDRY IT HAD 
BEEN HIT. 

3. HUXTABLE SAID INCIDENT CAME "STRAIGHT OUT OF THE BLUE" 

AS FAR AS HIS COMMAND WAS CONCERNED. HE HAD NO FOREKNOW- 
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LEDGE OF AIRCRAFT'S PRESENCE. ANOTHER WELL-INFORMED SOURCE IN 
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SALALAH COMMENTED LATER THAT IRANIAN MILITARY IN DHOFAR, 

WHILE THEORETICALLY UNDER COMMAND OF SAF HQ IN MUSCAT, 

IS SOMETIMES KNOWN TO ACT RATHER INDEPENDENTLY. THIS 
SOURCE CONFIRMED STORY THAT A SECOND IRANIAN PLANE HAD 
CROSSED OMAN-PDRY BORDER SAME DAY FARTHER NORTH, HAD 
APPARENTLY BEEN SHOT AT, AND HAD GOTTEN AWAY. 
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